
Research Methods/Methodology and Direct Readings 
(Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods for 
business faculties). You may also participate in extra 
courses, such as Thesis Writing Workshops or Lecture 
Series, to expand your skill set.

If you are interested in expanding your knowledge and 
advancing your career in the field of research, UTAR's 
research degree programmes are ideal for you. These 
programmes are designed to equip you with the 
intellectual background and research abilities necessary 
to make meaningful contributions to your field.

The programmes are academically challenging, but the 
rewards are significant. With UTAR's strong research 
culture, state-of-the-art infrastructure and expert faculty, 
you will have the opportunity to learn cutting-edge 
technologies and explore innovative ideas in your field.

In these programmes, you will be guided through the 
research process by expert faculty, learning how to apply 
and evaluate methodologies and techniques as you carry 
out your research. The final product of your work - a thesis 
or dissertation - must demonstrate original and critical 
thinking and add value to the current state of knowledge.

To ensure that you have the foundational skills necessary 
for success in the programme, you are required to 
complete relevant compulsory modules such as 

Research Degree 
Programmes
•  Master's Degree by Research 
•  Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
•  Doctor of Philosophy by 
    Retrospective or Prior Publication
•  Doctor of Philosophy by 
    Industrial Doctoral Degree Programme

Broadening Horizons, Transforming Lives

Master’s Degree by Research

Full-time: 2 years (Max 4 years)
Part-time: 3 years (Max 6 years)

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

Full-time: 3 years (Max 6 years)
Part-time: 4 years (Max 8 years)

Conventional with Blended Learning 
(physical and online lectures)

Open throughout the year

Normal 
Duration
of Study

Mode of 
Study

Intake



Campus: Sungai Long

Programme Programme Structure Key Research Areas

Doctor of Philosophy
(R2/340/8/0736)(05/26)(A10032)

Master of Philosophy
(R2/340/7/0800)(05/26)(A10031)

• Business Research Methodology 
• Quantitative & Qualitative
   Research Methods
• Thesis/Dissertation

Business and Management, Business and Administration not 
further defined, Accounting, Auditing and Taxation, Finance, 
Banking and Insurance, Islamic Banking and Finance, 
Management and Administration, Marketing and Advertising, 
Secretarial and Office Studies, Work Skills, Business and 
Administration not elsewhere classified.

Doctor of Philosophy
(Engineering)
(R3/520/8/0021)(03/28)(A6917)

Master of Engineering 
Science
(R3/520/7/0005)(03/26)(A6919)

• Research Methods in 
   Science & Engineering
• Directed Readings in 
   Science & Engineering
• Thesis/Dissertation

Renewable Energy, Materials, Artificial Intelligence, 
Radio-Frequency Identification, Cyber Security, 
Internet of Things, Industrial Revolution 4.0, Smart 
Manufacturing, Automation, Civil Engineering

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Science)
(R3/440/8/0001)(03/28)(A6916)

Master of Science
(R3/440/7/0004)(03/26)(A6918)

• Research Methods in 
   Science & Engineering
• Directed Readings in
   Science & Engineering
• Thesis/Dissertation

Engineering Physics, Renewable Energy, Energy Storage, 
Photovoltaic (PV) System, Solar Cell, 3D Printing, Sensors, 
Optics, Computational Physics/Chemistry, Chemical 
Technology, Chemical Biology, Hydrology

Doctor of Philosophy 
(NEC:0540 Mathematics & Statistics)
(N/0540/8/0002)(10/30)(MQA/PSA16889)

Master of Science 
(NEC:0540 Mathematics & Statistics)
(N/0540/7/0003)(10/30)(MQA/PSA 16890)

• Research Methods in 
   Mathematics
• Directed Readings in
   Mathematics
• Thesis/Dissertation

Algebra, Applied Mathematics, Financial Mathematics, 
Geometry, Mathematics, Mathematical Sciences, Statistics, 
Actuarial Science, Applied Statistics (inclusive of 
data analytic, decision science)

• Research Methodology 
• Thesis

Arts, Fine Arts, Design, Craft Skills, Music and Performing 
Arts, Audio Visual Techniques and Media Production 

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Creative Arts)
(N/210/8/0038)(02/26)(MQA/PSA11800)

• Educational Research
Methodology 

• Creativity in Education
• Thesis

The programme is specifically geared for professional 
practitioners from any field doing research involving 
education. 

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Education)
(N/0110/8/0004)(07/29)(MQA/PSA15876)

• Communication Research 
   Methods
• Communication Theory
• Dissertation

Advertising, Branding, Corporate Communication, 
Public Relations, Broadcasting/Film Studies, Game Studies, 
Journalism, Media and Communication Studies, Linguistics, 
Language/Cultural/Ethnic/Gender Studies, Political Science

Master of Arts 
(Communication)
(R2/321/7/0002)(03/26)(MQA/FA0473)

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Chinese Studies) 
(R3/224/8/0034)(11/30)(A9050)

Master of Arts 
(Chinese Studies) 
(R3/0232/7/0013)(09/32)(A11666)

• 中文研究方法
• 阅读指导：中国语言/中国文学
• 阅读指导：中国历史/中国哲学
• 论文

中国或华人语言与文字研究、中国文学或华人文学研究、
中国哲学或华人思想研究、中国历史或华人历史研究、
中国或华人文化与社会研究、中国教育或华人教育研究

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Medical Science)
(R2/720/8/0016)(02/29)(MQA/FA1389)

Master of Medical Science
(R2/720/7/0015)(11/26)(MQA/FA1390)

• Research Methods in
   Medical Sciences
• Directed Readings in   
   Medical Sciences
• Thesis/Dissertation

Stem Cell Research, Cancer Research, 
Cardiovascular Diseases, Drug Discovery, 
Functional Food, Genetic Polymorphism, 
Medical Microbiology, Health Interventions, 
Nursing, Physiotherapy and Rehabilitation

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Chinese Medicine)
(R/721/8/0054)(08/25)(MQA/SWA5697)
 

Master of Medical Science 
(Chinese Medicine)
(R2/0917/8/0002)(08/32)(MQA/SWA5697)

• Concept & Methodology 
   in Chinese Medicine Research
• Directed Readings in   
   Medical Sciences
• Thesis/Dissertation

Chinese Medicine Classical Literature, 
Internal Medicine of TCM, Chinese Medicine Herbs, 
Oncology of TCM, Acupuncture and Moxibustion, 
Gynaecology of TCM, Paediatric of TCM

Faculty of Accountancy and Management (FAM)

Lee Kong Chian Faculty of Engineering and Science (LKC FES)

M. Kandiah Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences (MK FMHS)

Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS)

Faculty of Creative Industries (FCI)



Campus: Kampar

• Business Research 
   Methodology 
• Quantitative & Qualitative 
   Research Methods
• Thesis/Dissertation

Business and Management, Business and Administration not 
further defined, Accounting, Auditing and Taxation, Finance, 
Banking and Insurance, Islamic Banking and Finance, 
Management and Administration, Marketing and Advertising, 
Secretarial and Office Studies, Work Skills, Business and 
Administration not elsewhere classified.

• Research Methods in 
   Science & Engineering
• Directed Readings in
   Science & Engineering
• Thesis/Dissertation

Sustainable Construction, Sustainable Planning, 
Building Maintenance, Green Technology, 
Water and Wastewater Treatment, Environmental Modeling, 
Occupational Safety and Health, 
Industrial Management, Renewable Energy, 
Materials Science, Smart Manufacturing, 
Sustainable Production and Consumption, 
Circular Economy, Energy Security and Storage, 
Solar Power, Surveillance, Electronic Material, IR 4.0

• Research Methods 
• Directed Readings
• Thesis/Dissertation

Internet of Things, Computer Vision, Software Engineering, 
Embedded Systems, Network Performance Analysis, Big Data 
Analytics, IS Management, Computer Architecture, Algorithm 
Design and Analysis Knowledge Management, Modeling and 
Simulation, Social Media, Cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence

Psychology, Sociology and Cultural Studies, 
Political Science and Civics

• Research Writing
• Research Methodology
• Thesis/Dissertation

Programme Programme Structure Key Research Areas

Teh Hong Piow Faculty of Business and Finance (THP FBF)

Faculty of Arts & Social Science (FAS)

Faculty of Engineering & Green Technology (FEGT)

Faculty of Science (FSc)

Faculty of Information and Communication Technology (FICT)

• Research Methods 
   in Science
• Directed Readings
   in Science
• Thesis/Dissertation 

Applied Mathematics, Data Analysis, Operations Research, 
Financial Mathematics, Applied Statistics

• Research Methods 
   in Science
• Directed Readings
   in Science
• Thesis/Dissertation 

Medicinal Chemistry, Natural  Products, Polymer Science, 
Environmental Science, Organic Synthesis, Food Safety, 
Waste Water Treatment, Aquaculture, Microalgae, 
Parasitology, Biotechnology, Biodiversity, Molecular Genetics, 
Biochemistry, Statistics, Financial Mathematics, Quantitative 
Finance, Agriculture, Food Science

Doctor of Philosophy/
Doctor of Philosophy
(Economics)
(N/314/8/0023)(01/29)(MQA/PSA15504)

Master of Philosophy
(R2/340/7/0395)(05/26)(A10012)

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Engineering)
(R2/520/8/0078)(07/27)(A11099)

Master of Engineering 
Science
(R2/520/7/0062)(07/27)(A11098)

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Computer Science)
(R2/481/8/0557)(03/27)(A11097)
 

Master of Science 
(Computer Science)
(R2/481/7/0539)(01/27)(A11054)

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Social Science) 
(R2/310/8/0042)(06/26)(A10033)

Master of Philosophy 
(Social Science) 
(R3/0310/7/0022)(07/31)(A9923)

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Mathematics)
(N/0540/8/0001)(07/29)(MQA/PSA15742)

Master of Science 
(Mathematics)
(N/0540/7/0001)(07/29)(MQA/PSA15743)

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Science)
(R2/440/8/0020)(03/27)(A11018)

Master of Science
(R2/440/7/0021)(03/27)(A11039)

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Biological Science
(N/0510/8/0001)(10/29)(MQA/PSA16057)

Master of Science in 
Biological Science
(N/0510/7/0002)(10/29)(MQA/PSA16058)

• Research Methods 
   in Science
• Directed Readings
   in Science
• Thesis/Dissertation 

Applied Biology, Bioinformatics, Biology, Botany, 
Cell Biology, Entomology, Genetics, Microbiology, Molecular 
Biology, Mycology, Virology, Zoology, Biological Chemistry, 
Biophysics, Biotechnology, Cell Technology, Forensic 
Sciences, Genetic Engineering, Pharmacology, Tissue Culture 
Technology
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Steps for Application

Entry Requirements 

Research Assistantship

(a) Academic Entry Requirements

(b) English Language Requirements

The listed minimum requirements serve as a general 
guide only and the final decision for admission is 
subject to the specific requirements of the 
programme and any additional requirements set by 
educational authorities.

Master’s Degree by Research: 
except for Master of Science (Computer Science)
• A related Bachelor’s Degree with a minimum CGPA 

of 2.75, or
• A related Bachelor’s Degree with a minimum CGPA 

of 2.50 and pass the internal assessment, or 
• A related Bachelor’s Degree with a minimum CGPA 

of 2.00, have 5 years of relevant working or research 
experience and pass the internal assessment, or

• If you do not have a related Bachelor's Degree or 
relevant working experience, you must take 
prerequisite courses and meet the minimum CGPA 
as mentioned above

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by Research and 
Industrial Doctoral Degrees

• A related Master’s Degree, or

• A related Bachelor’s Degree with First-Class 
Honours or a minium CGPA of 3.67 and 
demonstrate research aptitude, or

• If you do not have a related Master's Degree or 
relevant working experience, you must take 
prerequisite courses, or 

• Other qualifications equivalent to the above may be 
accepted by the University.

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by Retrospective or 
Prior Publication

• Minimum of five (5) articles published in renowned 
journals in which the candidate shall be the main 

Before admission, all applicants must possess one of 
these English test scores. The University may, however, 
exempt an applicant from the English language 
requirements if the applicant acquired the 
Bachelor's/Master's Degree with English as the sole 
medium of instruction.

Check if you meet 
the Academic 
and Language 
requirements to 
apply.

Step 1:
Identify your 
research interest 
or direction.

Step 2:
Discuss with your 
Head of 
Programme or 
preferred 
supervisor.

Step 3:
Prepare a mutually 
agreed research 
proposal with your 
assigned 
supervisor.

Step 4:
Apply online at 
https://ipsr.utar.
edu.my/Apply.php

Step 5:

More specific programme-related academic and 
language requirements can be viewed at 
https://ipsr.utar.edu.my/Requirement.php 

Score Required

• IELTS (Academic) 5.0
• TOFEL iBT 40-45 
• PTE (Academic) 47-50
• Cambridge English 154-159
• MUET Band 3.5

• IELTS (Academic) 6.0 
• TOFEL iBT 60-78 
• PTE (Academic) 59-62
• Cambridge English 169-175
• MUET Band 4

Programme

Engineering, 
Technology, 
Languages 

Business, 
Computing, 
Media and 
Communication 
Studies, 
Cretive Arts

• Project Research Assistantship (PRA) • Research Scholarship Scheme (RSS) • Student Assistantship (SA)

and/or corresponding author. The articles shall not 
previously been used for the award of any degree 
obtained by the candidate;

• An executive summary of approximately 3,000 words 
on the above publications to show coherence between 
the five (5) articles and demonstrate his contribution to 
knowledge in the specialised field;

• A list of other scholarly published works.

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings


